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Member News (f rom page 10)

gala reception hosted by Governor Jon
Huntsman, Jr., and First Lady Mary Kaye
Huntsman at the Governor’s Mansion.
The State Library began in the Gover-
nor’s Mansion horse stables a half century
ago and has now progressed into a state-
wide cutting edge library system with
bookmobile service, an online library,
state-of-the art technical systems and pro-
grams for the blind and disabled.

The 40th anniversary of the Aubrey R.
Watzek Library at Lewis & Clark Col-
lege (Oregon) is being commemorated by
a series of events hosted by the library
during the academic year.

Groundbreaking for the new addition to
and renovation of the William Robert-
son Coe Library at the University of
Wyoming was held October 5. A
five-story, 92,765 square-foot addition is
planned. The original 188,656 square-
foot existing building will undergo
extensive renovation.

The new University of Colorado Denver
and Health Sciences Center opened its
new 113,000 square-foot Health Sciences
Library at the Anschutz Medical Cam-
pus on October 15.

The new Laramie (Wyoming) County
Library in Cheyenne opened its doors in
September. The new 100,000 square-foot
library building was made possible when
voters in 2003 approved $26.9 million
through sixth-penny funds.

Other new library facilities were opened
including Library District #2 of Linn
County, LcCygne (Kansas); the Coeur
D’Alene (Idaho) Public Library, a $6.6
million, 38,500-square-foot, lodge-style
facility; Lakewood Library, part of the
Jefferson County (Colorado) Public
Library, reopened August 24 after an
extensive renovation.

Librarians Using Technology

BCR member libraries are finding new
ways to reach their patrons. The Douglas
County (Colorado) Public Library re-
cently contracted with DC The Network,
Douglas County’s local government cable
station, to create and produce a public
service announcement.

Take a look at the impressive results on
YouTube (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jKcsZ_KAHkI).

A group of Dutch librarians chronicled
their cross-country trip across the
United States to the Internet Librarian
conference in Monterey, California, in
an online documentary blog
(www.shanachietour.com/). As
they worked their way west, they visited
a number of libraries on their route.
Share their observations and see brief
videos for the period October 22-25, as
they visited Council Bluffs (Iowa)
Public Library, Denver Public Library,
Florence (Colorado) Public Library
and Salt Lake City Public Library.

BCR Welcomes New Board Members, OCLC Delegate

The newest members of the BCR Board of Trustees and OCLC

Members Council delegates were warmly welcomed at the Septem-

ber Board meeting. From left to right: Kate Gordon, Administrative

Services librarian, Consortium Library, University of Alaska, An-

chorage; Ann Marie Clark, director, Arnold Library, Fred Hutchinson

Cancer Research Center, Washington; Dawn Wittman, director,

Lewiston City Library, Lewiston, Idaho; Sheryl Taylor, director of Li-

brary Services, John & Louise Hulst Library, Dordt College, Sioux

Center, Iowa; and Nancy White, Media Services specialist at Acad-

emy School District 20, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Send your library's news to

Brandie Baumann at

bbaumann@bcr.org or

14394 East Evans Avenue,

Aurora, CO 80014-1478.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKcsZ_KAHkI
http://www.shanachietour.com/
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click “Share” and Jing will automatically save it to the Web
and, better yet, automatically copy the URL of the file to
your clipboard. All you have to do is paste it into an e-mail or
IM. The whole thing can be done in a flash. Also, while I
haven’t tried it yet, apparently you can record voice narration
onto the videos. I can only imagine how much easier this is
going to make explaining eBay to my mom (again)!

It’s important to note that currently Jing is free, but it’s also in
beta, and its creators, Techsmith, have some other great tools
that they do charge for (SnagIt and Camtasia, most notably).
What does the future hold for Jing? Who knows! But for now
— it’s great, and it’s free!

Google Docs Presentations

If you’ve already put some effort into making PowerPoint pre-
sentations to handle some of your frequently asked questions
or to help demonstrate some of the features of your Web site
or the tools you offer, you’re probably reluctant to recreate
them entirely. And, especially if they’re laden with screen
captures, they’re probably way too big to e-mail to your pa-
trons. A great — and free — way to share PowerPoint presen-
tations is incorporated into the Google Docs package. Google
Docs will allow you, once you have a Google account, to up-
load a PowerPoint presentation, which it will then convert to
a Web-friendly format for you, and you’re ready to go. You can
share your presentations with folks by e-mail or just by sharing
the link. Your patrons don’t have to login, but if they do, you
can then lead them through presentations, complete with a
built-in messaging window. In fact, several people can log in
at once, so you can share with groups, not just individuals.

These are just a few of the available tools, but they’re my cur-
rent faves. In the early days of the Web, real-time communica-
tion and multimedia content sharing was not for the faint of
heart. Chatting required esoteric command line code knowl-
edge, and sharing video content required software that was of-
ten expensive and not entirely intuitive, as well as the ability
to upload files to the Web or e-mail accounts that could han-
dle massive file sizes. Now, with the profusion of great,
light-weight and low-tech-threshold applications available for
free, all of this is available to you to use to provide more flexi-
ble services to your patrons. How will you use it?

Great TechScape ( f rom page 4)

Texas Project ( f rom page 1)

ing demographic, population and resource sharing program par-
ticipation in order to analyze how programs are distributed
geographically across the state and areas of potential growth.
Your Perceptions deployed patron and library staff surveys and
analyzed the data returned. Patron surveys were administered
onsite at 21 locations across the state with a self-contained,
“black box” survey instrument. Patron responses also were col-
lected through an online survey.

The final phase of the project was delivered to TSLAC on
December 14, 2007. The report includes a cost/benefit anal-
ysis of several statewide ILL solutions as applied to the

needs of Texas libraries. A feasibility rating for each solution
also was prepared which considers not only financial costs,
but logistical and political costs as well. All analyses were
developed with the goal to provide efficient, comprehensive
service to Texas library patrons.

This project is an exciting venture for BCR staff members who
have gained a deeper insight into the resource sharing environ-
ment and the needs of library patrons. BCR looks forward to
continued opportunities to assist its members, large and small,
in similar projects that evaluate their work processes for im-
proved efficiency and return on investment.

http://www.docs.google.com


BCR 2008 Holiday Schedule

BCR offices will be closed on the following holidays:

New Year’s Day Tuesday, January 1

Martin Luther King Day Monday, January 21

Presidents’ Day Monday, February 18

Memorial Day Monday, May 26

Independence Day Friday, July 4

Labor Day Monday, September 1

Columbus Day Monday, October 13

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 27

Day after Thanksgiving Friday, November 28

Christmas Eve Day Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Day Thursday, December 25

Day after Christmas Friday, December 26
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